Revelation and Reason, 11
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The second principle that will be explored, in this second installment, will point out
the objective nature, the unity of the real, as affirmed by Revelation and Reason. This
will be in contrast with the perceptions of individual human beings, as well as human
collectives including those which are defined by linguistic, national, ethnic, tribal and
religious boundaries.

I testify that no sooner had the First Word proceeded, through the potency of Thy
will and purpose, out of His mouth, and the First Call gone forth from His lips than
the whole creation was revolutionized, and all that are in the heavens and all that are
on earth were stirred to the depths. Through that Word the realities of all created
things were shaken, were divided, separated, scattered, combined and reunited,
disclosing, in both the contingent world and the heavenly kingdom, entities of a new
creation, and revealing, in the unseen realms, the signs and tokens of Thy unity and
oneness. Through that Call Thou didst announce unto all Thy servants the advent of
Thy most great Revelation and the appearance of Thy most perfect Cause. (Baha'u’llah,
Prayers and Meditations, #CLXXVIII)

Our hope is that the world’s religious leaders and the rulers thereof will unitedly arise
for the reformation of this age and the rehabilitation of its fortunes. Let them, after
meditating on its needs, take counsel together and, through anxious and full
deliberation, administer to a diseased and sorely afflicted world the remedy it
requireth. (Baha'v’llah, Lawh-i-Magsud; Gleanings, CX)

If consultation among the first group of people assembled endeth in disagreement,
new people should be added, after which persons to the number of the Greatest
Name, or fewer or more, shall be chosen by lot. Whereupon the consultation shall be



renewed, and the outcome, whatever it is, shall be obeyed. If, however, there is still
disagreement, the same procedure should be repeated once more, and the decision
of the majority shall prevail. He, verily, guideth whomsoever He pleaseth to the right
way. (Kitab-i-Aqdas, Q&A #99)

As to thy question whether the physical world is subject to any limitations, know thou
that the comprehension of this matter dependeth upon the observer himself. In one
sense, it is limited; in another, it is exalted beyond all limitations. The one true God
hath everlastingly existed, and will everlastingly continue to exist. His creation,
likewise, hath had no beginning, and will have no end. All that is created, however, is
preceded by a cause. This fact, in itself, establisheth, beyond the shadow of a doubt,
the unity of the Creator. (Baha'u’llah, Gleanings, LXXXII)

Regard thou the one true God as One Who is apart from, and immeasurably exalted
above, all created things. The whole universe reflecteth His glory, while He is Himself
independent of, and transcendeth His creatures. This is the true meaning of Divine
unity. He Who is the Eternal Truth is the one Power Who exerciseth undisputed
sovereignty over the world of being, Whose image is reflected in the mirror of the
entire creation. All existence is dependent upon Him, and from Him is derived the
source of the sustenance of all things. This is what is meant by Divine unity; this is its
fundamental principle.

Some, deluded by their idle fancies, have conceived all created things as associates and
partners of God, and imagined themselves to be the exponents of His unity. By Him
Who is the one true God! Such men have been, and will continue to remain, the victims
of blind imitation, and are to be numbered with them that have restricted and limited
the conception of God.

He is a true believer in Divine unity who, far from confusing duality with oneness,
refuseth to allow any notion of multiplicity to becloud his conception of the singleness
of God, who will regard the Divine Being as One Who, by His very nature, transcendeth
the limitations of numbers. (Baha’u’llah, Gleanings, LXXXIV)

Should they assert that the “Revelation” of God signifieth a “Universal Revelation,” it is
clear and evident that such revelation already existeth in all things. The truth of this
We have already established, inasmuch as We have demonstrated that all things are
the recipients and revealers of the splendors of that ideal King, and that the signs of



the revelation of that Sun, the Source of all splendor, exist and are manifest in the
mirrors of beings. Nay, were man to gaze with the eye of divine and spiritual
discernment, he will readily recognize that nothing whatsoever can exist without the
revelation of the splendor of God, the ideal King. Consider how all created things
eloquently testify to the revelation of that inner Light within them. Behold how
within all things the portals of the Ridvan of God are opened, that seekers may attain
the cities of understanding and wisdom, and enter the gardens of knowledge and
power. Within every garden they will behold the mystic bride of inner meaning
enshrined within the chambers of utterance in the utmost grace and fullest
adornment. Most of the verses of the Qur’an indicate, and bear witness to, this
spiritual theme. The verse: “Neither is there aught which doth not celebrate His
praise” [Qur’an 17:44] is eloquent testimony thereto; and “We noted all things and wrote
them down,” [Qur’an 36:12] a faithful witness thereof. (Baha’u’llah, Kitab-i-Igan)

Among the addresses of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the West, there were a number of references
to the unity of reality, including the following:

21 April 1912

But inasmuch as this century is a century of the revelation of reality—praise be to
God!—the thoughts of men are being directed toward the welfare and unity of
humanity. Daily the mirage of imitations is passing away, and the ocean of truth is
surging more tumultuously. All the existing nations had a divine foundation of truth
or reality originally, which was intended to be conducive to the unity and accord of
mankind, but the light of that reality gradually became obscured.

25 April 1912

Although the divine teachings are truth and reality, yet with the passage of time thick
clouds envelop and obscure them. These clouds are imitations and superstitions; they
are not the fundamentals. Then the Sun of Truth, the Word of God, arises again, shines
forth once more in the glory of its power and disperses the enveloping darkness...The
first teaching of Baha'u’llah is the duty incumbent upon all to investigate reality. What
does it mean to investigate reality? It means that man must forget all hearsay and
examine truth himself, for he does not know whether statements he hears are in
accordance with reality or not. Wherever he finds truth or reality, he must hold to it,
forsaking, discarding all else; for outside of reality there is naught but superstition



and imagination.,,Reality or truth is one, yet there are many religious beliefs,
denominations, creeds and differing opinions in the world today. Why should these
differences exist? Because they do not investigate and examine the fundamental unity,
which is one and unchangeable. If they seek reality itself, they will agree and be
united; for reality is indivisible and not multiple. It is evident, therefore, that there is
nothing of greater importance to mankind than the investigation of truth.

2 May 1912

The purpose is to emphasize the statement that consultation must have for its object
the investigation of truth. He who expresses an opinion should not voice it as correct
and right but set it forth as a contribution to the consensus of opinion, for the light
of reality becomes apparent when two opinions coincide. A spark is produced when
flint and steel come together. Man should weigh his opinions with the utmost
serenity, calmness and composure. Before expressing his own views he should
carefully consider the views already advanced by others. If he finds that a previously
expressed opinion is more true and worthy, he should accept it immediately and not
willfully hold to an opinion of his own. By this excellent method he endeavors to
arrive at unity and truth. Opposition and division are deplorable. It is better then to
have the opinion of a wise, sagacious man; otherwise, contradiction and altercation,
in which varied and divergent views are presented, will make it necessary for a
judicial body to render decision upon the question. Even a majority opinion or
consensus may be incorrect. A thousand people may hold to one view and be
mistaken, whereas one sagacious person may be right. Therefore, true consultation
is spiritual conference in the attitude and atmosphere of love. Members must love
each other in the spirit of fellowship in order that good results may be forthcoming.
Love and fellowship are the foundation.

3 May 1912
We must not look for truth in the deeds and actions of nations; we must investigate

truth at its divine source and summon all mankind to unity in reality itself.

5 May 1912
All who hold fast to the one reality will be in agreement and unity.

7 May 1912



First, it is incumbent upon all mankind to investigate truth. If such investigation be
made, all should agree and be united, for truth or reality is not multiple; it is not
divisible. The different religions have one truth underlying them; therefore, their
reality is one.

12 May 1912

If the religions of the world would forsake these causes of difficulty and seek the
fundamentals, all would agree, and strife and dissension would pass away; for
religion and reality are one and not multiple.

19 May 1912

Religions are many, but the reality of religion is one. The days are many, but the sun is
one. The fountains are many, but the fountainhead is one. The branches are many, but
the tree is one.

The foundation of the divine religions is reality; were there no reality, there would be
no religions. Abraham heralded reality. Moses promulgated reality. Christ established
reality. Muhammad was the Messenger of reality. The Bab was the door of reality.
Baha'uw’llah was the splendor of reality. Reality is one; it does not admit multiplicity or
division. Reality is as the sun, which shines forth from different dawning points; it is as
the light, which has illumined many lanterns.

Therefore, if the religions investigate reality and seek the essential truth of

their own foundations, they will agree and no difference will be found. But inasmuch
as religions are submerged in dogmatic imitations, forsaking the original foundations,
and as imitations differ widely, therefore, the religions are divergent and antagonistic.
These imitations may be likened to clouds which obscure the sunrise; but reality is the
sun. If the clouds disperse, the Sun of Reality shines upon all, and no difference of
vision will exist. The religions will then agree, for fundamentally they are the same.
The subject is one, but predicates are many...
...that truth or reality must be investigated; for reality is one, and by investigating it
all will find love and unity. Those who are ignorant must be educated, the ailing must
be healed, the undeveloped must be brought to maturity. Shall we reject or oppose the
ignorant, sick or immature because of their incapacity? Is it not better to be kind and
gentle and to provide the means of remedy? Therefore, under no circumstances
whatsoever should we assume any attitude except that of gentleness and humility.



22 May 1912

The Prophets of God voiced the spirit of unity and agreement. They have been the
Founders of divine reality. Therefore, if the nations of the world forsake imitations and
investigate the reality underlying the revealed Word of God, they will agree and
become reconciled. For reality is one and not multiple.

24 May 1912

Inasmuch as human interpretations and blind imitations differ widely, religious strife
and disagreement have arisen among mankind, the light of true religion has been
extinguished and the unity of the world of humanity destroyed. The Prophets of God
voiced the spirit of unity and agreement. They have been the Founders of divine
reality. Therefore, if the nations of the world forsake imitations and investigate the
reality underlying the revealed Word of God, they will agree and become reconciled.
For reality is one and not multiple...

Therefore, we must investigate the foundation of this heavenly fraternity. We
must forsake all imitations and promote the reality of the divine teachings. In
accordance with these principles and actions and by the assistance of the Holy Spirit,
both material and spiritual happiness shall become realized. Until all nations and
peoples become united by the bonds of the Holy Spirit in this real fraternity, until
national and international prejudices are effaced in the reality of this spiritual
brotherhood, true progress, prosperity and lasting happiness will not be attained by
man. This is the century of new and universal nationhood. Sciences have advanced;
industries have progressed; politics have been reformed; liberty has been proclaimed;
justice is awakening. This is the century of motion, divine stimulus and
accomplishment, the century of human solidarity and altruistic service, the century of
universal peace and the reality of the divine Kingdom.

28 May 1912

If we investigate the religions to discover the principles underlying their
foundations, we will find they agree; for the fundamental reality of them is one and
not multiple. By this means the religionists of the world will reach their point of
unity and reconciliation. They will ascertain the truth that the purpose of religion is
the acquisition of praiseworthy virtues, the betterment of morals, the spiritual
development of mankind, the real life and divine bestowals.



9 June 1912

Baha’w’llah promulgated the fundamental oneness of religion. He taught that reality
is one and not multiple, that it underlies all divine precepts and that the foundations
of the religions are, therefore, the same. Certain forms and imitations have gradually
arisen. As these vary, they cause differences among religionists. If we set aside these
imitations and seek the fundamental reality underlying our beliefs, we reach a basis
of agreement because it is one and not multiple.

11 June 1912

It is my hope that the meetings of the Baha’i Assembly in New York shall become like
meetings of the Supreme Concourse. When you assemble, you must reflect the lights
of the heavenly Kingdom. Let your hearts be as mirrors in which the radiance of the
Sun of Reality is visible. Each bosom must be a telegraph station—one terminus of
the wire attached to the soul, the other fixed in the Supreme Concourse—so that
inspiration may descend from the Kingdom of Abha and questions of reality be
discussed. Then opinions will coincide with truth; day by day there will be
progression, and the meetings will become more radiant and spiritual. This attainment
is conditioned upon unity and agreement. The more perfect the love and agreement,
the more the divine confirmations and assistance of the Blessed Perfection will
descend. May this prove to be a divine meeting, and may boundless bestowals come
down upon you. Strive with all your hearts and with the very power of life that unity
and love may continually increase. In discussions look toward the reality without
being self-opinionated. Let no one assert and insist upon his own mere opinion; nay,
rather, let each investigate reality with the greatest love and fellowship. Consult upon
every matter, and when one presents the point of view of reality itself, that shall be
acceptable to all. Then will spiritual unity increase among you, individual illumination
will be greater, happiness will be more abundant, and you will draw nearer and nearer
to the Kingdom of God.

16 June 1912

The unity which is productive of unlimited results is first a unity of mankind which
recognizes that all are sheltered beneath the overshadowing glory of the
All-Glorious, that all are servants of one God; for all breathe the same atmosphere,
live upon the same earth, move beneath the same heavens, receive effulgence from
the same sun and are under the protection of one God.



5 July 1912

The purpose of this is to explain that the darkness of imitations encompasses the
world. Every nation is holding to its traditional religious forms. The light of reality is
obscured. Were these various nations to investigate reality, there is no doubt they
would attain to it. As reality is one, all nations would then become as one nation. So
long as they adhere to various imitations and are deprived of reality, strife and
warfare will continue and rancor and sedition prevail. If they investigate reality,
neither enmity nor rancor will remain, and they will attain to the utmost concord
among themselves.

14 July 1912

We are considering the divine plan for the reconciliation of the religious systems of the
world. Baha'u’llah has said that if one intelligent member be selected from each of the
varying religious systems, and these representatives come together seeking to
investigate the reality of religion, they would establish an interreligious body before
which all disputes and differences of belief could be presented for consideration and
settlement. Such questions could then be weighed and viewed from the standpoint of
reality and all imitations be discarded. By this method and procedure all sects,
denominations and systems would become one.

Do not question the practicability of this, and be not astonished. It has been
accomplished and effected in Persia. In that country the various religionists have
conjoined in investigating reality and have united in complete fellowship and love.
No traces of discord or differences remain among them; now affection and unity are
manifest instead. They live together in harmony and accord like a single family.
Antagonism and strife have passed away; love and agreement have taken the place of
hatred and animosity. Furthermore, those souls who have followed Baha'uw’llah and
attained this condition of fellowship and affiliation are Muslims, Jews, Christians,
Zoroastrians, Buddhists, Nestorians, Sunnites, Shiites and others. No discord exists
among them. This is a proof of the possibility of unification among the religionists of
the world through practical means. Imitations and prejudices which have held men
apart have been discarded, and the reality of religion envelops them in a perfect unity.
When reality envelops the soul of man, love is possible. The divine purpose in religion
is pure love and agreement. The Prophets of God manifested complete love for all.
Each One announced the glad tidings of His successor, and each subsequent One



confirmed the teachings and prophecies of the Prophet Who preceded Him. There was
no disagreement or variance in the reality of Their teaching and mission. Discord has
arisen among Their followers, who have lost sight of reality and hold fast to imitations.
If imitations be done away with and the radiant shining reality dawn in the souls of
men, love and unity must prevail. In this way humanity will be rescued from the strife
and wars which have prevailed for thousands of years; dissensions will pass away and
the illumination of unity dawn. Consider how all the Prophets of God were persecuted
and what hardships They experienced. Jesus Christ endured affliction and accepted
martyrdom upon the cross in order to summon mankind to unity and love. What
sacrifice could be greater? He brought the religion of love and fellowship into the
world. Shall we make use of it to create discord, violence and hatred among mankind?

27 August 1912
God has created man in order that he may perceive the verity of existence and
endowed him with mind or reason to discover truth. Therefore, scientific knowledge
and religious belief must be conformable to the analysis of this divine faculty in
man...
It is evident, then, that each elemental atom of the universe is possessed of a capacity
to express all the virtues of the universe. This is a subtle and abstract realization.
Meditate upon it, for within it lies the true explanation of pantheism. From this point
of view and perception pantheism is a truth, for every atom in the universe possesses
or reflects all the virtues of life, the manifestation of which is effected through
change and transformation. Therefore, the origin and outcome of phenomena is,
verily, the omnipresent God; for the reality of all phenomenal existence is through
Him. There is neither reality nor the manifestation of reality without the
instrumentality of God. Existence is realized and possible through the bounty of God,
just as the ray or flame emanating from this lamp is realized through the bounty of the
lamp, from which it originates. Even so, all phenomena are realized through the divine
bounty, and the explanation of true pantheistic statement and principle is that the
phenomena of the universe find realization through the one power animating and
dominating all things, and all things are but manifestations of its energy and bounty.
The virtue of being and existence is through no other agency. Therefore, in the words
of Baha’u’llah, the first teaching is the oneness of the world of humanity...

Without the presence of the Holy Spirit he is lifeless. Although physically and
mentally alive, he is spiritually dead. Christ announced, “That which is born of the



flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit,” meaning that man must be
born again. As the babe is born into the light of this physical world, so must the
physical and intellectual man be born into the light of the world of Divinity. In the
matrix of the mother the unborn child was deprived and unconscious of the world of
material existence, but after its birth it beheld the wonders and beauties of a new
realm of life and being. In the world of the matrix it was utterly ignorant and unable to
conceive of these new conditions, but after its transformation it discovers the radiant
sun, trees, flowers and an infinite range of blessings and bounties awaiting it. In the
human plane and kingdom man is a captive of nature and ignorant of the divine world
until born of the breaths of the Holy Spirit out of physical conditions of limitation and
deprivation. Then he beholds the reality of the spiritual realm and Kingdom, realizes
the narrow restrictions of the mere human world of existence and becomes conscious
of the unlimited and infinite glories of the world of God. Therefore, no matter how
man may advance upon the physical and intellectual plane, he is ever in need of the
boundless virtues of Divinity, the protection of the Holy Spirit and the face of God.

1 September 1912

The Prophets of God have been the servants of reality; Their teachings constitute the
science of reality. Reality is one; it does not admit plurality...

According to the teachings of Bahda'w’llah all religious, racial, patriotic and political
prejudice must be abandoned, for these are the destroyers of the real foundation of
humanity. He has announced that the religion of God is one, for all revelations of it are
based upon reality. Abraham summoned the people to reality; Moses proclaimed
reality; Christ founded reality. Likewise, all the Prophets were the servants and
promulgators of reality. Reality is one and indivisible. Therefore, the prejudices and
bigotries which exist today among the religions are not justifiable, inasmuch as they
are opposed to reality. All prejudices are against the will and plan of God. Consider, for
instance, racial distinction and enmity. All humanity are the children of God; they
belong to the same family, to the same original race. There can be no multiplicity of
races, since all are the descendants of Adam. This signifies that racial assumption and
distinction are nothing but superstition. In the estimate of God there are no English,
French, Germans, Turkish or Persians. All these in the presence of God are equal; they
are of one race and creation; God did not make these divisions. These distinctions
have had their origin in man himself. Therefore, as they are against the plan and
purpose of reality, they are false and imaginary. We are of one physical race, even as



we are of one physical plan of material body—each endowed with two eyes, two ears,
one head, two feet. Among the animals racial prejudice does not exist. Consider the
doves; there is no distinction as to whether it is an oriental or an occidental dove. The
sheep are all of one race; there is no assumption of distinction between an eastern and
a western sheep. When they meet, they associate with perfect fellowship. If a dove
from the West should go to the Orient, it will associate with the eastern doves
unhesitatingly. There will be no attitude of unwillingness as if saying, “You belong to
the East; I am from the West.” Is it reasonable or allowable that a racial prejudice which
is not observed by the animal kingdom should be entertained by man?

5 September 1912

From time immemorial the divine teachings have been successively revealed, and the
bounties of the Holy Spirit have ever been emanating. All the teachings are one reality,
for reality is single and does not admit multiplicity. Therefore, the divine Prophets
are one, inasmuch as They reveal the one reality, the Word of God. Abraham
announced teachings founded upon reality, Moses proclaimed reality, Christ
established reality and Bahau’llah was the Messenger and Herald of reality. But
humanity, having forsaken the one essential and fundamental reality which underlies
the religion of God, and holding blindly to imitations of ancestral forms and
interpretations of belief, is separated and divided in the strife, contention and bigotry
of various sects and religious factions. If all should be true to the original reality of the
Prophet and His teaching, the peoples and nations of the world would become unified,
and these differences which cause separation would be lost sight of. To accomplish this
great and needful unity in reality, Baha'u’llah appeared in the Orient and renewed the
foundations of the divine teachings. His revelation of the Word embodies completely
the teachings of all the Prophets, expressed in principles and precepts applicable to
the needs and conditions of the modern world, amplified and adapted to present-day
questions and critical human problems. That is to say, the words of Baha’u’llah are the
essences of the words of the Prophets of the past. They are the very spirit of the age
and the cause of the unity and illumination of the East and the West. The followers of
His teachings are in conformity with the precepts and commands of all the former
heavenly Messengers. Differences and dissensions, which destroy the foundations of
the world of humanity and are contrary to the will and good pleasure of God,
disappear completely in the light of the revelation of Baha’u’llah; difficult problems are
solved, unity and love are established. For the good pleasure of God is the effulgence of
love and the establishment of unity and fellowship in the human world, whereas
discord, contention, warfare and strife are satanic outcomes and contrary to the will of
the Merciful. In order that human souls, minds and spirits may attain advancement,



tranquillity and vision in broader horizons of unity and knowledge, Baha'u’llah
proclaimed certain principles or teachings, some of which I will mention.

First, man must independently investigate reality, for the disagreements and
dissensions which afflict and affect humanity primarily proceed from imitations of
ancestral beliefs and adherences to hereditary forms of worship. These imitations are
accidental and without sanction in the Holy Books. They are the outcomes of human
interpretations and teachings which have arisen, gradually obscuring the real light of
divine meaning and causing men to differ and dissent. The reality proclaimed in the
heavenly Books and divine teachings is ever conducive to love, unity and fellowship...
The wisdom and policy of God are reality and truth, whereas human policy is
accidental and limited to our finite understanding.

16 September 1912

The source of perfect unity and love in the world of existence is the bond and oneness
of reality. When the divine and fundamental reality enters human hearts and lives, it
conserves and protects all states and conditions of mankind, establishing that intrinsic
oneness of the world of humanity which can only come into being through the efficacy
of the Holy Spirit. For the Holy Spirit is like unto the life in the human body, which
blends all differences of parts and members in unity and agreement. Consider how
numerous are these parts and members, but the oneness of the animating spirit of life
unites them all in perfect combination. It establishes such a unity in the bodily
organism that if any part is subjected to injury or becomes diseased, all the other parts
and functions sympathetically respond and suffer, owing to the perfect oneness
existing. Just as the human spirit of life is the cause of coordination among the various
parts of the human organism, the Holy Spirit is the controlling cause of the unity and
coordination of mankind. That is to say, the bond or oneness of humanity cannot be
effectively established save through the power of the Holy Spirit, for the world of
humanity is a composite body, and the Holy Spirit is the animating principle of its
life.

We must use our utmost endeavors in order that the Holy Spirit may influence
minds and hearts toward peace, the bounties of God surround, the divine effulgences
become successive, human souls advance, minds expand in wider vision, souls become
more holy and the world of humanity be rid of its great menace. For the betterment of
the world Bah&'w’llah endured all the hardships, ordeals and vicissitudes of life,
sacrificing His very being and comfort, forfeiting His estates, possessions and
honor—all that pertains to human existence—not for one year, nay, rather, for nearly



fifty years. During this long period He was subjected to persecution and abuse, was
cast into prison, was banished from His native land, underwent severities and
humiliation and was exiled four times. He was first exiled from Persia to Baghdad,
thence to Constantinople, thence to Rumelia and finally to the great prison-fortress of
‘Akka in Syria, where He passed the remainder of His life. Every day a new oppression
and abuse was heaped upon Him until He winged His flight from the dungeon to the
supreme world and returned to His Lord. He endured these ordeals and difficulties in
order that this earthly human world might become heavenly, that the illumination of
the divine Kingdom should become a reality in human hearts, that the individual
members of mankind might progress, the power of the Holy Spirit increase its efficacy
and penetration and the happiness of the world of humanity be assured. He desired for
all tranquillity and composure and exercised loving-kindness toward the nations
regardless of conditions and differences. He addressed humanity, saying, “O
humankind! Verily, ye are all the leaves and fruits of one tree; ye are all one. Therefore,
associate in friendship; love one another; abandon prejudices of race; dispel forever
this gloomy darkness of human ignorance, for the century of light, the Sun of Reality
hath appeared. Now is the time for affiliation, and now is the period of unity and
concord. For thousands of years ye have been contending in warfare and strife. It is
enough. Now is the time for unity. Lay aside all self-purposes, and know for a certainty
that all men are the servants of one God Who will bind them together in love and
agreement.”

Inasmuch as great differences and divergences of denominational belief had
arisen throughout the past, every man with a new idea attributing it to God,
Baha'w’llah desired that there should not be any ground or reason for disagreement
among the Baha’is. Therefore, with His own pen He wrote the Book of His Covenant,
addressing His relations and all people of the world, saying, “Verily, I have appointed
One Who is the Center of My Covenant. All must obey Him; all must turn to Him; He
is the Expounder of My Book, and He is informed of My purpose. All must turn to
Him. Whatsoever He says is correct, for, verily, He knoweth the texts of My Book.
Other than He, no one doth know My Book.” The purpose of this statement is that
there should never be discord and divergence among the Baha’is but that they should
always be unified and agreed. In His prayers Baha'w’llah also said, “O God! Whosoever
violates My Covenant, O God, humiliate him. Verily, whosoever violates My Covenant,
O God, erase and efface him.” In all His Tablets, among which is the Tablet of the
Branch, He has mentioned and explained the attributes and qualities of the Personage



to Whom He referred in the Book of His Covenant. He has fully expounded the function
and potency of that Personage, so that no one shall say, “I understand this from the
writings of Baha'u’llah,” for He has appointed the Center, or Expounder, of the Book.
He said, “Verily, He is the appointed one; other than He, there is none,” intending that
no sects or prejudices should be formed, and preventing every man here and there
with a new thought from creating dissension and variance. It is as though a Kking
should appoint a governor-general. Whosoever obeys him, obeys the king. Whosoever
violates and disobeys him, violates the king. Therefore, whosoever obeys the Center of
the Covenant appointed by Baha’u’llah has obeyed Baha'u’llah, and whosoever disobeys
Him has disobeyed Baha'w’llah. It has nothing to do with Him (‘Abdu’l-Baha) at
all—precisely as the governor-general appointed by the king—whosoever obeys the
governor-general obeys the king; whosoever disobeys the governor-general disobeys
the king.

Therefore, we must strive in order that the power of the Holy Spirit may become
effective throughout the world of mankind, that it may confer a new quickening life
upon the body politic of the nations and peoples and that all may be guided to the
protection and shelter of the Word of God. Then this human world will become angelic,
earthly darkness pass away and celestial illumination flood the horizons, human
defects be effaced and divine virtues become resplendent. This is possible and real, but
only through the power of the Holy Spirit. Today the greatest need of the world is the
animating, unifying presence of the Holy Spirit. Until it becomes effective,
penetrating and interpenetrating hearts and spirits, and until perfect, reasoning
faith shall be implanted in the minds of men, it will be impossible for the social body
to be inspired with security and confidence. Nay, on the contrary, enmity and strife
will increase day by day, and the differences and divergences of nations will be
woefully augmented. Continual additions to the armies and navies of the world will be
made, and the fear and certainty of the great pandemic war—the war unparalleled in
history—will be intensified; for armament, heretofore limited, is now being increased
upon a colossal scale. Conditions are becoming acute, drawing nigh unto the degree of
men warring upon the seas, warring upon the plains, warring in the very atmosphere
with a violence unknown in former centuries. With the growth of armament and
preparation the dangers are increasingly great.

Therefore, you must read the Tablets of Baha'w’llah. You must read the Tablet of
the Branch and regard that which He has so clearly stated. Beware! Beware! lest
anyone should speak from the authority of his own thoughts or create a new thing out



of himself. Beware! Beware! According to the explicit Covenant of Baha'u’llah you
should care nothing at all for such a person. Bahda'u’llah shuns such souls. I have
expounded these things for you, for the conservation and protection of the teachings
of Baha'w’llah, in order that you may be informed, lest any souls shall deceive you and
lest any souls shall cause suspicion among you. You must love all people, and yet if any
souls put you in doubt, you must know that Bah&'u’llah is severed from them.
Whosoever works for unity and fellowship is a servant of Baha'u’llah, and Baha’u’llah is
his assistant and helper. I ask God that He may cause you to be the very means of
agreement and unity, that He may make you radiant, merciful, heavenly children of the
divine Kingdom; that you may advance day by day; that you may become as bright as
these lamps, bestowing light upon all humanity. Salutations and farewell!

12 October 1912

Furthermore, we will establish the point that the foundations of the religions of God
are one foundation. This foundation is not multiple, for it is reality itself. Reality
does not admit of multiplicity..,

25 October 1912

The first teaching is that man should investigate reality, for reality is contrary to
dogmatic interpretations and imitations of ancestral forms of belief to which all
nations and peoples adhere so tenaciously. These blind imitations are contrary to the
fundamental basis of the divine religions, for the divine religions in their central and
essential teaching are based upon unity, love and peace, whereas these variations and
imitations have ever been productive of warfare, sedition and strife. Therefore, all
souls should consider it incumbent upon them to investigate reality. Reality is one;
and when found, it will unify all mankind. Reality is the love of God. Reality is the
knowledge of God. Reality is justice. Reality is the oneness or solidarity of mankind.
Reality is international peace. Reality is the knowledge of verities. Reality unifies
humanity...

The foundation of progress and real prosperity in the human world is reality, for
reality is the divine standard and the bestowal of God. Reality is reasonableness, and
reasonableness is ever conducive to the honorable station of man. Reality is the
guidance of God. Reality is the cause of illumination of mankind. Reality is love, ever
working for the welfare of humanity. Reality is the bond which conjoins hearts. This
ever uplifts man toward higher stages of progress and attainment. Reality is the unity



of mankind, conferring everlasting life. Reality is perfect equality, the foundation of
agreement between the nations, the first step toward international peace.

18 November 1912

I consider the American people a highly civilized and intelligent nation, a nation
investigating truth and reality. It is my hope that through the efforts of this noble
nation the solidarity of humanity may be continually advanced, that the illumination
of the human world may become widespread, that the banner of universal peace may
be held aloft, the lamp of the oneness of the human world be ignited and the hearts of
the East and West be conjoined. Then the reality of the divine religions shall become
resplendent and refulgent, indicating that they were meant to be the cause of unity
and love and that through them heavenly bestowals have ever been conferring light
upon the human world.

Baha'w’llah writes of the diversity of opinions as limitations of this world, which are
transcended by the illumined soul:

It is known to thine eminence that all the variations which the wayfarer in the stages
of his journey beholdeth in the realms of being proceed from his own vision...

It is known to thine eminence that all the variations which the wayfarer in the stages
of his journey beholdeth in the realms of being proceed from his own vision...

As the wayfarers traverse these three differing planes, their understanding and their
words differ accordingly, and hence the sign of conflict hath ever appeared on earth.
For there are some who dwell on the plane of Divine Unity and speak of that world,
and some inhabit the realms of limitation, and some the grades of self, while others
are completely veiled. Thus do the ignorant people of the day, who have no share of
the radiance of the divine Beauty, make certain claims and, in every age and cycle,
inflict upon the people of the ocean of Divine Unity what they themselves deserve. “If
God should chastise men for their perverse doings, He would not leave upon the
earth a moving thing! But to an appointed time doth He respite them.”*’

...Indeed, the references that have been made to the degrees of mystic knowledge
pertain to the knowledge of the effulgences of that Sun of Truth as it becometh
reflected in various mirrors. And the effulgence of that light is present within the
hearts, yet it is hidden beneath the veils of selfish desires and earthly attachments,
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even as a candle within a lantern of iron, and only when the cover is lifted doth the
light of the candle shine out...

These statements are made in the sphere of that which is relative. Otherwise, those
souls who with but one step have traversed the world of the relative and the
conditioned, and dwelt in the court of independent sovereignty, and pitched their
tent in the realms of absolute authority and command, have burned away these
relativities with a single spark, and blotted out these words with a mere dewdrop.
And they swim in the sea of the spirit, and soar in the holy atmosphere of light. Then
what existence have words, on such a plane, that “first” and “last”, or other than
these, should be mentioned or described? In this realm, the first is the same as the
last, and the last is the same as the first.

In thy soul, of love build thou a fire

And burn all thoughts and words entire.*®

(First Station of Unity, in Seven Valleys)

For some hold fast to reason and deny whatever reason comprehendeth not, and yet
feeble minds can never grasp the reality of the stages that we have related: The
universal divine Intellect alone can comprehend them.

How can feeble reason embrace the Qur’an

Or the spider snare a phoenix in its web?”

(Valley of Wonderment, in Seven Valleys)

Whoso hath attained this station is sanctified from all that pertaineth to the world.
Wherefore, if those who have reached the ocean of His presence are found to possess
none of the limited things of this perishable world, whether earthly riches or worldly
opinions, it mattereth not. For that which is with His creatures is circumscribed by
their own limitations, whereas that which is with God is sanctified therefrom.
(Valley of True Poverty and Absolute Nothingness, in Seven Valleys)
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