[bookmark: _GoBack]Main points from session 2: Paul’s understanding of God:

1) Paul was a highly educated Jewish scholar who persecuted the breakaways Jews who believed that Jesus was the Messiah.
2) He had a personal experience of Jesus Christ; his faith in Jesus was entirely based on his personal experience even though it contradicted what he had learned of Jewish Scripture. Paul’s faith is personal.
3) He had travel taught throughout Greece, Asia Minor and Palestine. He wrote formal letters to teach and advise the new groups of believers whom he had founded.
4) These letters were kept by the groups who found them inspiring and instructive. They were later incorporated into the cannon and, so, became part of the Bible.
5) As a devout Jew, he believed that God was invisible and unimaginable and could not be made into a form; Baha’u’llah teaches that God is transcendent and unknowable.
6) Paul believed God made himself known through the person of Jesus Christ; Baha’u’llah teaches that God makes himself manifestation through a chosen individual.
7) Paul believed that God worked  in the world through the human agency of his believers.
8) Paul believed that God as known through Jesus was Universal and not limited to Jews and that people of all backgrounds could be justified by faith.


