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put readers in touch with the heart and soul of the
Bahá’í worldview, which is universal and unifying in its
vision and mission which, in the words of Bahá’u’lláh
(1817–1892, prophet-founder of the Bahá’í Faith), is to
“unify the world” (public letter to Napoleon III, quoted
in Bahá’u’lláh, Epistle, BRL).

CHAPTER 1
• The purpose of the Bahá’í Faith is to “unify the world.” This

vision and mandate has inspired many to join the Bahá’í
religion, in which peace is made sacred, and powerful social
principles are promoted and put into practice in order to build
and/or strengthen those institutional foundations upon which
world peace and prosperity may be based. “Say: no man can
attain his true station except through his justice,” wrote
Bahá’u’lláh (1817–1892), prophet-founder of the Bahá’í Faith:
“No power can exist except through unity. No welfare and
no well-being can be attained except through consultation”
(quoted by the Universal House of Justice, April 2017, BRL).

“Say: no man can attain his true station except
through his justice. No power can exist except
through unity. No welfare and no well-being
can be attained except through consultation.”
– Bahá’u’lláh

• He was like a surging sea, a falcon that

soared high. His visage shone, his
tongue was eloquent, his strength and
steadfastness astounding. When he
opened his lips to teach, the proofs
would stream out; when he chanted or
prayed, his eyes shed tears like a
spring cloud. His face was luminous,
his life spiritual, his knowledge both
acquired and innate; and celestial was
his ardor, his detachment from the
world, his righteousness, his piety and
fear of God.

• Ismu’lláh’s tomb is in Hamadán. Many a

Tablet was revealed for him by the
Supreme Pen of Bahá’u’lláh, including
a special Visitation Tablet after his
passing. He was a great personage,
perfect in all things.

• (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Memorials of the

Faithful, p. 8), www.bahai.org/r/
809286445

Mírzá ‘Alí-Muḥammad-i-Khurásání,
known as Ibn-i-Aṣdaq (1850–1928),
Hand of the Cause of God,
nineteenth Apostle of Bahá’u’lláh.

Justice, Unity, Consultation:

The Power to Transform the World
After some research, I found that the passage comes from a Tablet of Baha’u’llah
addressed to Mírzá ‘Alí-Muḥammad-i-Khurásání, better known as Ibn-i-Aṣdaq
(1850–1928), an eminent follower of Baha’u’llah, and identified by Shoghi Effendi,
the Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, as the nineteenth of the nineteen apostles of
Baha’u’llah. The date found at the end of the Tablet is 29 Jamádíyu’l-Avval 1299,
which was 18 April 1882. (Courtesy of Omid Ghaemmaghami, December 13,
2020.) … A literal (provisional) translation by a native Arabic speaker, Taleen
Jameel, is as follows: “Say: No humanity without justice. No power without unity. No
welfare and no well-being without consultation.” Here, the primary emphasis of the
Arabic word for “justice” (al-inṣáf) is actually “fairness.” This primarily refers to the
actions by individuals that are “just” in the sense of equitable. Other dimensions of
justice — such as punishment and deterrence — come through the province and
responsibility of institutions of justice, not of individuals. As to the relationship
between “power” and “unity,” the power being referred to here apparently is the
power to influence and further advance social progress through collective initiatives
and endeavors. This is not power to control, but rather power to effect individual
and social change. To do so requires concerted efforts — hence the prerequisite
and imperative of “unity.” That’s where consultation comes into play.

Justice, Unity, Consultation:
Notes on the Arabic Text

The Arabic text — which occurs between two sentences in Persian—is found on p. 95, lines 6 and 7:

 قل ال أنسان إال باالنصاف والق ّوة إال باالتحاد وال خير وال سالمة إال باملشورة،يا علي
Transliteration: qul lá insána illá bi’l-inṣáf wa-lá quwwata illá bi’l-ittiḥád wa-lá khayra wa-lá
salámata illá bi’l-mashwarah (Courtesy of Taleen Jameel, 13 Dec. 2020.)
Authorized English translation (by the Bahá’í World Centre), with transliteration and brackets
(inserted by the present writer):

[O ‘Alí! (Yá ‘Alí.)] Say (qul): no (lá) man (insána) [can attain] [his true] station
except (illá) through (bi) his justice (al-inṣáf). [And (wa)] No (lá) power (quwwata)
[can exist] except (illá) through (bi) unity (al-ittiḥád). [And (wa)] No (lá) welfare
and (wa) no (lá) well-being (khayra) [can be attained] except (illá) through (bi)
consultation (al-mashwarah).
A literal (provisional) translation by a native Arabic speaker, Taleen Jameel, is as follows:
Say: No humanity without justice. No power without unity. No goodness/“welfare” and
no well-being without consultation. (Courtesy of Taleen Jameel, 13 Dec. 2020.)

“Transforming Time: Turning Godly
Perfections Into Goodly Actions”
– 44 ARTICLES

REFLECTIONS OF DIVINE NAMES AND
AT T R I B U T E S
• These dynamic “names of God” each highlight a distinctive quality of sterling

character and human nobility, in a process of transformation that could be called
“theophoric metamorphosis” (Buck and Melton, “Bahá’í Calendar and Rhythms
of Worship,” 2011). Literally, the term “theophoric,” as its Greek root indicates,
means “God- bearing.” Here, the names of God may be conceived as qualities
or, better still, as powers of God that individuals can potentially develop.

• In the Báb’s Kitáb al-Asmá’ (Book of [Divine] Names), which exceeds 3,000

pages and is said to be “the largest revealed book in sacred history” (Saiedi
2008, 36), the Báb treats human beings as reflections of divine names and
attributes. To the extent that a person is a “bearer” of one of the “names” (i.e.
qualities or powers) of God, that individual is empowered to express that quality
in human action. Through the progressive spiritualization of all persons, the Báb
wished to transform all of reality into “mirrors” reflecting the perfections
represented by these divine names.
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U N D E R S TA N D I N G N A M E S A N D
AT T R I B U T E S A S E N E R G I E S

“Understanding Names and Attributes as Energies”
Part 15 of series: “Transforming Time: Turning Godly Perfections Into Goodly Actions”

Upon the inmost reality of each and every created thing He hath
shed the light of one of His names, and made it a recipient of the
glory of one of His attributes. Upon the reality of man, however,
He hath focused the radiance of all of His names and attributes,
and made it a mirror of His own Self. Alone of all created things
man hath been singled out for so great a favor, so enduring a
bounty.
These energies with which the Day Star of Divine bounty and
Source of heavenly guidance hath endowed the reality of man lie,
however, latent within him, even as the flame is hidden within the
candle and the rays of light are potentially present in the lamp.
– Baha’u’llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llah, pp. 65–
66.

CHAPTER 2

• A USEFUL APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF WORLD

RELIGIONS, INCLUDING THE BAHÁ’Í FAITH

• The following approach to the teaching of all religions

has been used by the present writer in the course of
teaching world religions survey courses.*

Disease/Cure Model
A Paradigm Analysis of World Religions

The Prophets of God should be regarded as
physicians whose task is to foster the well-being of
the world and its peoples, that, through the spirit of
oneness, they may heal the sickness of a divided
humanity. … The whole of mankind is in the grip of
manifold ills. Strive, therefore, to save its life through
the wholesome medicine which the almighty hand of
the unerring Physician hath prepared.
– Baha’u’llah, Gleanings from the Writings of
Baha’u’llah, 80.

TWO KEY
QUESTIONS
• What is the human

predicament according to
one world religion?
• What is the offer of

salvation, liberation or
harmony given by that
same world religion?

D I S E A S E / C U R E M O D E L O F S A LV AT I O N
• In Western Christianity, humanity is plagued with the problem of

“sin.” Therefore, Christianity offers “salvation from sin.”
• Similarly, in early Buddhism, the “First Noble Truth” is that all life is

suffering. So, it is equally logical that early Buddhism offered
“liberation from suffering.”
• From the perspective of the Bahá’í Faith—a new world religion that

this book introduces—the human predicament is that of profound
disunity, from family relations to international relations. A Bahá’í
perspective on the human predicament may be further elaborated.
On 20 January 1882, Bahá’u’lláh (1817–1892), the prophet-founder
of the Bahá’í Faith, framed the world’s overarching problem so:

DISEASE/CURE MODEL OF RELIGIONS:
EIGHT EXAMPLES
• Here are the problem/solution paradigms that Stephen Prothero presents for the eight

religions he covers in his book, God Is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the
World—and Why Their Differences Matter (New York: HarperCollins, 2010) — see
related article here:

• Yoruba (West African): Problem is disconnection/Solution is connection with

our destinies, to one another, and to sacred power.

• Hinduism: Problem is the perpetual cycle of birth, death, rebirth/Solution is

liberation.

• Buddhism: Problem is suffering/Solution is awakening.
• Confucianism: Problem is chaos/Solution is proper social order.
• Taoism: Problem is lifelessness/Solution is flourishing, to live life to its fullest.
• Judaism: Problem is exile/Solution is to return to God.
• Christianity: Problem is sin/Solution is salvation.
• Islam: Problem is pride/Solution is submission.

NO TWO MEN CAN BE FOUND WHO [ARE]
O U T W A R D LY A N D I N W A R D LY U N I T E D .
• No two men can be found who may be said to be outwardly and

inwardly united. The evidences of discord and malice are apparent
everywhere, though all were made for harmony and union. The
Great Being saith: O well-beloved ones! The tabernacle of unity
hath been raised; regard ye not one another as strangers. Ye are
the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. We cherish
the hope that the light of justice may shine upon the world and
sanctify it from tyranny. (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings, BRL)
• Note how both problem and solution are presented here. The

statement—“No two men can be found who may be said to be
outwardly and inwardly united”—is clear, yet enigmatic.

CHAPTER 3
• BAHÁ’Í PRINCIPLES—NEW AND RENEWED (pp. 42–70).
• The Bahá’í Faith, as noted earlier, is a new and independent

world religion. This book, Bahá’í Faith: The Basics, is one
introduction in a rich legacy of introductions to the Bahá’í
Faith. So, it may be useful to consider how the Bahá’í Faith has
been presented in the past, in order to appreciate some of its
new and distinctive features in the present day. With the
advent of the new religion, naturally, new religious teachings
would be expected. This certainly holds true with the
appearance of the Bahá’í Faith on the world’s historical
horizon, in the full glare of modernity.

–’ABDU’L-BAHÁ

“I will speak to you
concerning the special
teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.”
2 December 1912
Talk at Home of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward B. Kinney
780 West End Avenue, New York

NEW TEACHINGS
• “I will speak to you concerning the special teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.

All the divine principles announced by the tongue of the Prophets
of the past are to be found in the words of Bahá’u’lláh; but in
addition to these He has revealed certain new teachings which are
not found in any of the sacred Books of former times. I shall mention
some of them; the others, which are many in number, may be found
in the Books, Tablets and Epistles written by Bahá’u’lláh—such as
the Hidden Words, the Glad Tidings, the Words of Paradise,
Tajallíyát, Ṭarázát and others. Likewise, in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas there
are new teachings which cannot be found in any of the past Books
or Epistles of the Prophets. ... ”
• See pp. 45–46.

• 1. A fundamental teaching of Bahá’u’lláh is the oneness of the world of humanity. …
• 2. Another new principle revealed by Bahá’u’lláh is the injunction to investigate truth—that is

to say, no man should blindly follow his ancestors and forefathers.

• 3. Bahá’u’lláh has announced that the foundation of all the religions of God is one, that

oneness is truth and truth is oneness which does not admit of plurality. This teaching is new
and specialized to this Manifestation.

• 4. He sets forth a new principle for this day in the announcement that religion must be the

cause of unity, harmony and agreement among mankind.

• 5. Furthermore, He proclaims that religion must be in harmony with science and reason. … The

harmony of religious belief with reason is a new vista which Bahá’u’lláh has opened for the soul
of man.

• 6. He establishes the equality of man and woman. This is peculiar to the teachings of

Bahá’u’lláh, for all other religions have placed man above woman.

• 7. A new religious principle is that prejudice and fanaticism—whether sectarian,

denominational, patriotic or political—are destructive to the foundation of human solidarity;
therefore, man should release himself from such bonds in order that the oneness of the world
of humanity may become manifest.

• 8. Universal peace is assured by Bahá’u’lláh as a fundamental accomplishment of the

religion of God—that peace shall prevail among nations, governments and peoples,
among religions, races and all conditions of mankind. This is one of the special
characteristics of the Word of God revealed in this Manifestation.

• 9. Bahá’u’lláh declares that all mankind should attain knowledge and acquire an

education. This is a necessary principle of religious belief and observance,
characteristically new in this dispensation.

• 10. He has set forth the solution and provided the remedy for the economic question.

No religious Books of the past Prophets speak of this important human problem.

• 11. He has ordained and established the House of Justice. … Its rulings shall be in

accordance with the commands and teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. …

• 12. As to the most great characteristic of the revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, a specific

teaching not given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is the ordination and
appointment of the Center of the Covenant.

• ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 453–457. Quoted in Baha’i Faith:

The Basics (pp. 45–46). Kindle Edition.

Dynamic Bahá’í Principles
— Expressed as Actions —

1. Search for truth.
2. See humankind as one.
3. See religion as one.
4. Religions should unify.
5. Religion respects science.
6. Women and men are equal.
7. Abolish every prejudice.
8. Promote world peace.
9. Provide education for all.
10. Economic problems require
spiritual solutions.

11. The Universal House of
Justice is unique.
12. The special Bahá’í
“Covenant” protects Bahá’í
unity.
13. Adopt a universal auxiliary
language.
14. Work is worship.
15. The Bahá’í Faith offers other
“new principles.”
Source: Buck, Bahá’í Faith:
The Basics (2021), Chap. 3.

1. Search for Truth
First among the great principles revealed by Him [Bahá’u’lláh] is that
of the investigation of reality. The meaning is that every individual
member of humankind is exhorted and commanded to set aside
superstitious beliefs, traditions and blind imitation of ancestral forms
in religion and investigate reality for himself. Inasmuch as the
fundamental reality is one, all religions and nations of the world will
become one through investigation of reality. The announcement of
this principle is not found in any of the sacred Books of the past.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 49).

2. See Humankind as One
A second characteristic principle of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is
that which commands recognition of the oneness of the world of
humanity. Addressing all mankind, He says, “Ye are all the leaves
of one tree.” There are no differences or distinctions of race
among you in the sight of God. … No other scriptures contain
such breadth and universality of statement; no other teachings
proclaim this unequivocal principle of the solidarity of humanity.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 51).

3. See Religion as One
Bahá’u’lláh has announced that the foundation of
all the religions of God is one, that oneness is truth
and truth is oneness which does not admit of
plurality. This teaching is new and specialized to this
Manifestation [Bahá’u’lláh].
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 53).

4. Religions Should Unify
Another fundamental announcement made by Bahá’u’lláh is that
religion must be the source of unity and fellowship in the world. If it is
productive of enmity, hatred and bigotry, the absence of religion would
be preferable. This is a new principle of revelation found only in the
utterances of Bahá’u’lláh. … He [Bahá’u’lláh] sets forth a new principle
for this day in the announcement that religion must be the cause of unity,
harmony and agreement among mankind. If it is the cause of discord
and hostility, if it leads to separation and creates conflict, the absence of
religion would be preferable in the world.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 54).

5. Religion Respects Science
Furthermore, He [Bahá’u’lláh] proclaims that religion must be in
harmony with science and reason. If it does not conform to
science and reconcile with reason, it is superstition. Down to the
present day it has been customary for man to accept a religious
teaching, even though it was not in accord with human reason
and judgment. The harmony of religious belief with reason is a
new vista which Bahá’u’lláh has opened for the soul of man.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 56).

6. Women and Men Are Equal
Spiritually, women and men are equal, but, not socially—yet. “Another
[new] teaching,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá announced at the Thompson event, “is
that there shall be perfect equality between men and women” (‘Abdu’lBahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). This is both a mandate
and prophecy. For ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, this issue had great social
importance, and is a distinctive feature of the Bahá’í social agenda.
Bahá’u’lláh “establishes the equality of man and woman,” ‘Abdu’lBahá declared at the Kinney event, hastening to add: “This is peculiar
to the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, for all other religions have placed man
above woman” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 57).

7. Abolish Every Prejudice
Again, Bahá’u’lláh declares that all forms of prejudice among mankind must be
abandoned and that until existing prejudices are entirely removed, the world of
humanity will not and cannot attain peace, prosperity and composure. This
principle cannot be found in any other sacred volume than the teachings of
Bahá’u’lláh. …
A new religious principle is that prejudice and fanaticism—whether sectarian,
denominational, patriotic or political—are destructive to the foundation of
human solidarity; therefore, man should release himself from such bonds in
order that the oneness of the world of humanity may become manifest.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).

– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 59).

8. Promote World Peace
Universal peace is assured by Bahá’u’lláh as a
fundamental accomplishment of the religion of God—
that peace shall prevail among nations, governments
and peoples, among religions, races and all conditions
of mankind. This is one of the special characteristics of
the Word of God revealed in this Manifestation.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 60).

9. Provide Education for All
“He has also proclaimed the principle that all mankind shall be educated
and that no illiteracy be allowed to remain,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declared by
adding: “This practical remedy for the need of the world cannot be found
in the text of any other sacred Books” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL)
(italics added). …
“Bahá’u’lláh declares that all mankind should attain knowledge and
acquire an education,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declares, adding: “This is a
necessary principle of religious belief and observance, characteristically
new in this dispensation” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics
added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 61).

10. Economic Problems Require Spiritual Solutions
In brief, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, at the Kinney meeting in New York,
introduced the idea that Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings offer spiritual
solutions to economic problems as follows, “He [Bahá’u’lláh] has
set forth the solution and provided the remedy for the economic
question. No religious Books of the past Prophets speak of this
important human problem” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL)
(italics added). … To their credit, the Bahá’í writings set forth
various economic teachings, although not systematically
developed (a task for economists). Bahá’í teachings do so largely
by anchoring economic values in human values.
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (pp. 62–63).

11. The Universal House of Justice is Unique
This “principle” is actually an institutional principal, i.e. the Universal House of
Justice, which is a unique religious institution. Ordained by Bahá’u’lláh in his Most
Holy Book, the Kitáb-i-Aqdas (1873), the Universal House of Justice was
established in 1963. This august institution is the democratically elected council
that oversees the affairs of the global Bahá’í community today and has no real
precedent or parallel in prior religious history. Bahá’u’lláh “has ordained and
established the House of Justice. … A universal, or international, House of Justice
shall also be organized,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá proclaimed at the Kinney event. “Its rulings
shall be in accordance with the commands and teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, and that
which the Universal House of Justice ordains shall be obeyed by all mankind,” that
this “international House of Justice shall be appointed and organized from the
Houses of Justice of the whole world” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL).

– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 63).

12. The Special Bahá’í “Covenant” Protects Bahá’í Unity
… Bahá’u’lláh designated ‘Abdu’l-Bahá as successor, interpreter, and
exemplar of Bahá’u’lláh himself and his teachings. As such, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
is referred to as the “Center of the Covenant.” At the Kinney meeting,
Abdul-Bahá briefly introduced this key Bahá’í institution. “As to the most
great characteristic of the revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, a specific teaching
not given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is the ordination and
appointment of the Center of the Covenant,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declared,
adding, “By this appointment and provision He has safeguarded and
protected the religion of God against differences and schisms, making it
impossible for anyone to create a new sect or faction of belief” (‘Abdu’lBahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).
– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 64).

13. Adopt a Universal Auxiliary Language
Another new religious teaching of Bahá’u’lláh, which ‘Abdu’l-Bahá often spoke
about, is the adoption of a universal auxiliary language: “Bahá’u’lláh has
announced the necessity for a universal language which shall serve as a means
of international communication and thus remove misunderstandings and
difficulties,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declared at the Thompson meeting. “This [new]
teaching is set forth in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas (Most Holy Book) published fifty years
ago” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). This is why: “And
among the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is the origination of one language that may
be spread universally among the people,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá stated in the “Tablet to
the Hague,” further explaining: “This teaching was revealed from the pen of
Bahá’u’lláh in order that this universal language may eliminate
misunderstandings from among mankind” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections, BRL).

– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (pp. 64–65).

14. Work is Worship
The following principle was also presented by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the context of the
“new” teachings given by Bahá’u’lláh. At the Kinney event, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
emphasized that Bahá’u’lláh “teaches that it is incumbent upon all mankind to
become fitted for some useful trade, craft, or profession by which subsistence
may be assured, and this efficiency is to be considered as an act of worship”
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL). “If a man engageth with all his power in the
acquisition of a science or in the perfection of an art, it is as if he has been
worshipping God in churches and temples,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, elsewhere states,
adding, “In this universal dispensation man’s wondrous craftsmanship is
reckoned as worship of the Resplendent Beauty” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections,
BRL).

– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (p. 65).

15. The Bahá’í Faith Offers Other “New Principles”
At the end of his discourse at the Kinney event on 2 December 1912,
‘Abdu’l-Bahá concluded, “The teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are boundless and
illimitable. You have asked me what new principles have been revealed by
Him. I have mentioned a few only. There are many others, but time does
not permit their mention tonight” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL)
(italics added). As corroboration of this reported statement, ‘Abdu’lBahá, in a Tablet, likens Bahá’u’lláh’s “new principles” to a “new garment”
for the new age”: “Out of this pitch blackness there dawned the morning
splendour of the Teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. He hath dressed the world with
a garment new and fair, and that new garment is the principles which have
come down from God.” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections, BRL) (italics added).

– Excerpt from Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (pp. 65–66).

C H A P T E R 4 : H I S T O R Y:
B A H Á’ U ’ L L Á H A N D H I S
COVENANT
• THE BÁB: A WESTERNER’S FIRST

IMPRESSION

• The only Westerner to have met the

Báb was Dr. William Cormick (1822–
1877), an Irish physician in Tabriz,
Persia (present-day Iran).

• “He only once deigned to answer

me, on my saying that I was not a
Musulmán [Muslim] and was willing
to know something about his
religion, as I might perhaps be
inclined to adopt it. He regarded me
very intently on my saying this, and
replied that he had no doubt of all
Europeans coming over to his
religion.”

CHAPTER FIVE

SCRIPTURES AND
A U T H O R I TAT I V E
WRITINGS:
B A H Á’ Í S A C R E D T E X T S
AND INSPIRED GUIDANCE

CHAPTER 5
• Long chapter: 41 pages (pp. 103–144).
• Presenting information about the Bahá’í Faith would be

insufficient without giving readers some direct access to the
Bahá’í scriptures, which are at the heart of Bahá’í life. Providing a
representative sampling of these sacred texts will go far in
acquainting readers with those very scriptures that inspire and
guide Bahá’ís worldwide today.

• The present writer, based on some relevant statements by Shoghi

Effendi, has developed the following proposed classification of
Bahá’u’lláh’s “nine modes” (or styles of discourse).

CHAPTER 6
• HOW BAHÁ’Í ADMINISTRATION WORKS
• Councils, not clerics, guide Bahá’í administration. So, how does the Bahá’í

Faith operate as an organization, without clergy? It does so primarily
through a series of elected councils—local, regional (which exist in some
countries), national, and international councils. Each of these Bahá’í
councils generates wisdom and makes decisions based on full and frank
consultation, conducted in a spirit of camaraderie and reciprocal respect,
guided by Bahá’í principles, policies, and practices.
• Even before Bahá’í councils ever existed, consultation was the watchword

of all Bahá’í decision-making. And so it remains today. The Bahá’í art of
consultation, as well as its system of elections and councils, is quite
unique in the history of religions, and is the subject of this chapter.

CHAPTER 7
• Readers will recall that Chapter Two introduced the disease/cure model for

understanding religious worldviews. The “human predicament,” from a Bahá’í
perspective, is seen as profound disunity, from family relations to international relations.
“Disunity is the crux of the problems which so severely afflict the planet. It permeates
attitudes in all departments of life,” the Universal House of Justice points out, adding,
• “It is at the heart of all major conflicts between nations and peoples. More serious still,

disunity is common in the relations between religions and within religions, vitiating the
very spiritual and moral influence which it is their primary purpose to exert.” (Universal
House of Justice, November 1992, BRL).
• The Bahá’í solutions to these overarching global problems, therefore, are profound

principles of unity, from family relations to international relations—put into action. This
chapter, “Building Community: What Bahá’ís Do,” demonstrates how some of these
Bahá’í principles of unity are being effectively and creatively implemented, as Bahá’ís
endeavor to create social models that work and are worthy of emulation and replication.

CHAPTER 8
• Bahá’ís are committed to social and economic development, locally

and globally. “That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth
himself to the service of the entire human race,” Bahá’u’lláh
declares in the “Tablet of Maqṣúd,” adding: “The Great Being saith:
Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to promote the best interests
of the peoples and kindreds of the earth” (Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets, BRL).
At both grassroots and international levels, Bahá’ís sponsor and
carry out various community service projects, as part of an overall
“culture of growth,” in which service to others plays a central role.
Some of these Bahá’í-inspired projects include individual initiatives,
while others are formal, Bahá’í-sponsored projects at the
institutional level. Together, these contribute to the betterment of
society.

CHAPTER 9
• The world is in crisis. Social unrest, civil wars, religious sectarianism,

structured economic injustice, racism, political corruption, moral
decay, and a host of other global problems are signs and symptoms
of a world in travail. Nothing short of a worldwide, concerted effort
to bring about its transformation can ever hope to resolve this
global crisis. The Bahá’í Faith is doing what it can to promote
positive social change. Closely allied with Bahá’í-inspired social and
economic development projects is public discourse on important
issues of this day and age. Engaging in the public discourses of
society is another way to exert a positive, leavening and progressive
social influence. One goal, or outcome, of public discourse is to
promote further social action and transformation for the common
good.

CHAPTER 10
• A VISION OF THE FUTURE
• Bahá’ís have a clear vision of the future. As previously said, Bahá’ís

are building the future in the present. Bahá’ís adopt short-term
goals to achieve long-term objectives. This is accomplished by a
series of well-thought-out and goal-driven plans issued, usually
once every five years, by the Universal House of Justice. These
global plans provide a framework for concerted, systematic actions
by Bahá’ís worldwide in furtherance of community development and
sustained growth. They see a dynamic connection between presentday efforts and future outcomes. In other words, Bahá’ís are
pursuing short-term objectives for long-term individual and social
transformation.

“This excellent, beautifully organized introduction provides an accurate and unusually
rich entré into a relatively new and still
somehow frequently misunderstood religion.
… His book is richly enhanced with quotations
from official translations of the Bahá’í sacred
writings, insights into the formation of
distinctive Bahá’í institutions …, to a
discussion of the more recent development of
the Ruhi Institute process. This introduction
goes beyond existing textbooks in both scope
and detail. It will be warmly welcomed by
researchers and students of the Bahá’í Faith.”

Todd Lawson
Professor Emeritus of Islamic
Thought, University of Toronto

“One outstanding feature of this book … is its
contemporary relevance. Even well-informed
readers could not possibly be fully aware of
the overview presented by Buck of all the
multifarious activities taking place in the
Bahá’í world community. … Buck’s treatment
of the material is throughout well-researched,
and rich in the detail that an alert reader
expects. In sum, despite its unpretentious
title, this book is more than the Basics of the
Bahá’í Faith. … It presents a complete
contemporary picture of the remarkably
diverse economic, social, and spiritual
activities … by the Bahá’í community in all
countries of the world.” (See full review here.)

Jack McLean
Author of A Celestial Burning: A Selective
Study of the Writings of Shoghi Effendi

HOW TO ORDER
• Bahá’í Bookstore:
• https://www.bahaibookstore.com/

Bahai-Faith-The-BasicsP10239.aspx

• Amazon:
• https://www.amazon.com/Bahai-

Faith-Basics-Christopher-Buck/dp/
1138346160

• Routledge:
• https://www.routledge.com/Bahai-

Faith-The-Basics/Buck/p/book/
9781138346161

“Questions?”
–THANK YOU!

